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Looking at everything from the
outside

Alica Kwade is one of today's most important contemporary arlists. In
her sculptures, instollations, videos, and photographs, she questions
the systems that we use to understand the world. Moreover, with her
architectural sculptures she creates  new frame of perception. In the
interview she gives us insights into her work.

8/16/2022

Anna Moldenhouer: Ms. Kwade, your work is characterized by the question of why the system, the.
. are the woy they are "

our existence, our systems, our ploce i the universe. To what extent do w have the opportunity fo radically
ronsform this world that we have constrcted:

Alicio Kvada: We have every opporuniyfor practcally any kind of possible
world. The probler is only hot we ore o vry large number of small organic.
entiies thot are very easy 1o get hold of and maripulate. Consequently, we can

the some paterns and duplicate things. Moreaver, most people do not wonl o
Atthe same time, four decisions

means thot

s thot own worlds w
our decisions come from inside us or from the outsde.

Image gallery Alici@iwade, "ParaPivot’, 2019

& 14 Photos

One alement of your work s the kind
ilusionary perspactives. And because of your auvre, paople begin 1o understand the spacos where they
Hove been placed in @ more detailed woy, os with ‘I Blur” or “ParaPivol”. What i i that you are frying to
iggerin your viewerst

Alicio Kwade: As a mater of principl, here i no diference between what isin
the indoor or outdoor domains or indeed whether foms ore inside or outsids, i
torms of Howover,

material used. And of course, these things need to meet the elevant requirements

9
impocts on conten. This s nevertheless worhwhil, if ony bacause it means thot
you reach a vider oudience, one, moreover, hot i not necessarily on the lookout
foran. Getting troughto such peaple i ol of huge impartance. Wi artinthe
publc reaim, in

case, tis con lead o a process of idsrtification with ar and with o particular

place, which in furn guards agoinst natonalistic identfication mechanism.

' there s never
you work extramaly. , time i i

Alicio Kwade: | dsfiitely don't shars the widespread opinion that a resess

system represents o dependency of any kind, one hat we need o or should

eliminate. Things very much depend on the rlevant outcome. More fime and rest

don aulity. And

fortoo much for my fastes — indeed, it s almostas i les ime i not @ good thing,

Hawaver, | 2@ things, fm i not such on uncomplicated iszue. | wauld simply.
butfor much longer.

i be this
making smarlphones nto DNA halixes, champagne botles that have been ground nto a powder or wall
clocks that no longer ell he fme. I it he case that your designs and the kinds of material you use are crucial
1o your ransformetions?

Alicja Kwade: The object mus, as far os possible, ook like the one | am thinking
about. Unfortun

hear the ferms
1o the simplified image | have in my head about for het pariclar word. And then
there ore

o kinds of objectthat | choose consciously because hey represent o

<ame 100 years from now, wharsas nobady willinmeciately think about Phones
once they hove stopped existng in hei present form,

ment of your wark s the illusion of individul

fincive worl
shooing themselves in the foot by so doing?

Alicio Kwade: As my work often demonsiraes, here is no such hing as trth or
individualiy. Ther are only variatons n fime and space,

Phot: i Tohanen
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“Pars o Tota, 20
ot KimHonsa,Lvaiana Mussum of Modar Ar

y sculptor. Why
did you opt for this form of aristc expressiont

Alicio Kwade: | have never found o goad reason for painting. | have hod o arge
umber of gaod reazons fo producing vidsos and taking photographs, iniially

made availoble by the Universiy of e Ars. Then, when | had some money, |

And bocause | am
else, public ourdoor o
me, sculpturs is almost the only option as far os | am concerned.

for them?

Alicio Kwade: Becavse thot s on extremly infinate process ond becavse you
have to adopt o different frame of mind for , ana that i rather ke o fanc. This
scte of mind is noteasy 1o ochieve ond isonly possibl i sclation - ond it

Image gallery Alicja Kwade "Emergenz", 2019

& 8 Photo:

Alicia Kvadea: | would ke o know why allhis ath us and the world. Bu bater
o s probobly for @ good reaon tha our brains are not designed o undersiond
that.

‘What projects are you and your team currently working?

Alicia Kvada: Oh, on any number of them.

» Alicia Kwade (htps:/ /www.liciokwade.com/)

i Konig Galerie (h
Jcollacions) alcio-kwade)
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